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3F HIS booklet is intended for the man who has money to 
§| invest in high class farm lands, or who now owns land in 
H the Shallow Water District at Hereford, Texas. Its 
“ mission is to aid in the sale and development of land 
Hereford, Texas. It is largely pictorial—pictures of farm 
scenes just as they are. The text of the booklet consists of facts 
-facts backed up by highly productive farms which are making 
their owners rich. Personal, critical investigation is solicited and 
at this end of the line we expect to prove these statements by the 
farms themselves. 

d. l. McDonald 
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T HE swan song of the cow man—the romance of the nestor’s encroachment of the “BIG PASTURE” 
have no place in this booklet. The big pastures no longer exist—the cow man is growing feed for 
his cattle and working hand in hand with the regular farmer. The Kansas City Commission man who 
in the old days sold the famous “Long Horns,” and later the toppy white faces from the Northwest Texas 
plains is now growing alfalfa and hogs where once it was thought impossible. It’s been quite an evolution 
from the Long Horn to the highly productive irrigated farm of Northwest Texas, but the Long Elcrn is 
gone and the farm is here. 

Hereford is the county seat of Deaf Smith county which is located on the Texas-New Mexico line on the 
Santa Fe railroad. Hereford is surrounded by 250,000 acres of very rich land under which lies a bountiful sup¬ 
ply of water which is utilized for irrigation through economical pumping. The soil is a chocolate colored 
loam, four feet deep, easily tillable and very fertile when supplied with sufficient moisture. The surface is 
extremely smooth—no growth of any kind except short Buffalo grass. The natural slope of the country is a 
perfect grade for the proper distribution of irrigation water. 

The annual rainfall of 20 inches is not sufficient for successful farming every year and eight years ago 
I conceived the idea of supplementing the rain fall with irrigation water from wells. The success of these wells 
has been established beyond all doubt and the substantial effect of irrigation proved by seven big profitable 
crops—crops which have enabled farmers to make money, pay off mortgages and create bank accounts. This 
success has been due to the absolute control of moisture conditions—the one essential element to plant life. 
With a water supply at your immediate command—water always when you want it and where it is needed—the 
“LUCK” of farming is eliminated. The individual pumping system of irrigation is fast being recognized as 
the most dependable source of water supply. It avoids the complications of community systems—each farmer 














is his own irrigation company. It gives the farmer a control of conditions which is lacking in all other systems 
of farming. The farm with its individual water supply is operated with just as much certainty as a factory and 
results anticipated with the same assurance. 
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The average farm at Hereford is a unit of 160 acres with the irrigation plant located at the high point 
from which water can be supplied to every inch of the land—no waste land, no waste water. Nearly all farms 
are arranged for live stock production in an intensive manner. The regular crops are alfalfa, milo maize, kafir 
corn, feterita, higari—these are the grain sorghums—cattle, hogs, horses, mules and poultry. These are the 
real money crops. All vegetables and fruits adapted to a temperate climate are grown for domestic uses but 
not commercially, although later commercial fruit and truck gardening will no doubt develop into a big business. 


Cive Stock Raising 

Irrigation Live Stock Farming is what we practice—and it has the support of the United States De¬ 
partment of Agriculture, every publication devoted to the Agricultural interests of America, every experimental 
station and every agricultural college in the United States. It is the kind of farming that insures soil fertility, 
bumper crops every year, food for the nation and real profit for the producer. “Grow More Live Stock” has 
been the slogan of every sincere agriculturist for the past twenty years. The very favorable natural conditions 
here cause us to work along the lines of least resistence and make money growing live stock. 














Pork production on a “war scale” on the O. L. Sharpe farm near Hereford, Texas 



























The hog farm 
usually has thirty to 
forty acres of alfalfa 
with the balance of 
the land farmed to 
the grain sorghums. 

Hogs are grazed at 
the rate of twenty- 
five to the acre, so 
forty acres of alfalfa 
takes care of a nice 
bunch of hogs and 
leaves sufficient acre¬ 
age to produce plenty 
of hay for farm use. 

A great many farmers 
raise their own hogs 
while others purchase 

shoats which are full fed on alfalfa pastures. In raising pigs they are turned on the alfalfa with their mothers 
at two weeks old. At eight weeks a self-feeder replaces the mother and from this age until a weight of 200 lbs. to 
250 lbs. is reached—usually at eight months—the pigs have access to succulent alfalfa pasture, ground milo or 
kafir in the self-feeder and plenty of pure water from wells which is piped to automatic waterers. If there is a quick¬ 
er or more profitable way of making pork it has not yet been discovered. We are not troubled with disease among hogs 


Self feeder and concrete hog house on Cardwell farm near Hereford—locally known as “The Pork Factory’’ 














THE GRAND CHAMPION BEAU RANDOLPH NO. 418893 

Famous Gudgell and Simpson bred bull formerly at the head of Jowell and Ivey’s Springvale Hereford Herd of Anxiety 4th, matrons. Sold 
by Springvale farm to Mrs. H. M. Pegues and Sons, Odessa, Texas, for $7,000.00 who later refused $10,000.00 for him. Many of the off-spring of 
Beau Randolph are now found in the excellent herds of pure bred Hereford cattle surrounding Hereford, Texas. 
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Classy Hereford steers fattening on kafir silage, chopped milo and alfalfa hay. Topped Kai 

—dressed 62.5%. Fed by D. L. McDonald. 


because 320 days of sunshine each year eliminates filthy wallows and kills more germs than barrels of disinfect¬ 
ants. A concrete wallow with fresh running water from the irrigation well keeps the hogs cool, clean and thrifty 
and is an asset which cannot be overestimated. It is my honest belief that this is the best hog country in 
America—best for the hogs, best for the man who raises them. In proof of this statement I offer in evidence 
every hog farm in the Hereford district. With two hundred to three hundred fat hogs to sell each year—all the 
hogs and all the feed used to fatten them produced on the farm profits are simply up to management. 






















White Face Beauties ready for Kansas City market where corn belt feeders pay top prices for them. From the grass near Hereford 


(Tattle 


While hogs predominate on the irrigated farm the cattle industry is the big industry of the Hereford 
country. In the immediate vicinity of Hereford there are twenty odd breeders of Registered Hereford Cattle 
of exceptional quality. These breeders compete in good natured rivalry with the usual result—top notch cattle. 
The millions of acres of rich grazing lands surrounding the irrigable belt at Hereford are stocked with well bred 
cattle, 95% of which are high grade white faces. The Hereford Stocker habitually tops the Kansas City market 
on account of his extreme smoothness and fine quality. These cattle are grown on small ranches of two to 
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Springvale Farm Anxiety 4th matrons. One of the very highest class herds of pure bred Hereford cows in existence. Topped from the Gudgell 
and Simpson Herd, Independence, Missouri, but perfectly at home under the ideal range conditions near Hereford, Texas. Owned by Jowell and Ivey. 


twenty sections and are given much better attention than in the old days of open range. The nearness of the 
range works to the benefit of the farmer. Thousands of these good white face calves are wintered on the irri¬ 
gated farms and show excellent gains from the palatable fodder produced as a by-product in the hog business 
and sold back to the ranchers in the spring at good prices. Cattle are handled in this way at low cost because 
expensive shelters are not needed, the winters being mild and dry and conducive to good gains. 
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Wintered on kafir silage and sorghum and alfalfa hay they sell high every spring. McDonald farm near Hereford 
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Quality not'surpassed'—yield seldom equaled. Six tons choice dairy alfalfa annually near Hereford. 


In addition to the beef cattle industry the dairy business is well organized and a growing industry. The 
Hereford Dairy Association has a membership of live farmers who are milking around 500 cows mostly Hol- 
steins. A local market has been established at profitable prices for butter fat and the skim milk goes to the pigs 
at the usual good profit. Local conditions for dairying are not excelled anywhere. We grow the very highest 
quality of milk producing rations in large quantities. Our kafir silage and alfalfa hay can’t be beaten. The 
cow, the hog and the hen have pulled many a community off the rocks—and they are winners here. 

































Finishing lambs on the grain sorghums and alfalfa. There’s money in this Wailes farm near Hereford 





















Irrigated Alberta Oats yield 90 bushels per acre 


Xart6 Values 


I have been asked a great many times “does irrigation increase the value of the land—will it sell for more 
money?” When the first well was installed land was not ready sale at from $10 to $15 an acre. Last winter 
I sold an irrigated farm for $262.50 an acre. During the past ninety days several transactions in irrigated land 
have been completed at prices ranging from $100 to $150 an acre. A common price for a quarter section with 
irrigation installed is $100 an acre. So irrigation does increase the value of the land—increases its producing 
or earning value—increases its selling value. Just an example of the earning capacity of this land when properly 
farmed under irrigation: J.M. Robertson grew $2760 worth of milo maize on thirty acres of land at a net profit of 
$2135, or 7% on a valuation of $1000 an acre. War prices, of course, but trim them down. 



























City of Hereford water works well. 2500 gallons per minute. Water is 99 99-100% pure. A great supply for any city 
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In these days of “high gear” movement the 
highway conditions of any country should be 
considered. Next to growing crops our soil is 
most useful for making roads. Main highways are 
all graded to a perfect crown with ample drainage 
ditches on each side and smooth concrete culverts. 
The cost of making and maintaining such a road 
here is a mere trifle compared to the modern road 
of a humid country. And we boast of good roads 
twelve months each year. If you enjoy “mile-a- 
minute” motoring here’s the place. No grades, 
no bridges, lightning fast surface, plenty of room 
—open her up, let her go. Such roads eliminate 
distances, increase efficiency, lower taxes, save 
money. The good roads of the Northwest Texas 
Plains are among its greatest assets. 




Lightning Fast- 


Hereford 




































Irrigation water for 160 acres. Available when you want it. M c Do na ld farm near Hereford 



















Wheat field that produced'35 bushels per acre 


Civing Cxamples 

J. R. Robinson who lives two miles South of Hereford began irrigation five years ago $7500 in debt. 
About a year ago Mr. Robinson paid off his last note and started this year without owing anything. His profit 
for the year 1917 was $7500 farming 120 acres of land, with hogs as a specialty. Mr. Robinson says his land has 
earned 7% net on $300 an acre ever since he installed his irrigation plant. 

D. P. Vaughn lives two miles north of Hereford and started irrigation five years ago. Recently he sold 
his quarter section for $20,000 and got $4000 for 80 acres of crop standing in the field. In addition to $24,000 
received for his land and crop, he sold the same purchaser $3500 worth of hogs which were produced on the farm 
this year, making his total sale $27,500.00. A good price for his farm five years ago would have been $5000. 

In the spring of 1914 J. C. Pollock and Percy Welliver came to Hereford from Illinois and bought 320 
acres of land for $17500 which included the installation of an irrigation plant. After operating this farm three 
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Note the stubble as well as the shocks. 62.5 bu. milo per acre. McDonald farm. 


years they sold it to O. L. Sharp for $32,000 and received $11,000 for the hogs, horses and implements on 
the place. The profit made by these gentlemen in three years time was $25,000. Both owned high price corn 
land which they recently sold for $250 an acre and both state that land here regardless of price produces more 
net profit than the best corn land they ever owned. 

J. M. Robertson came to Hereford from Pennsylvania two years ago and bought 80 acres of land for 
$8,000.00. On the first of the present year he sold his eighty for $10,000 and bought 160 acres for $16,000. He 
made $1,000 a year enhancement on his land and last year cleaned up $4,000 profit. He raised hogs and alfalfa 
—sold over $100 worth of alfalfa hay to the acre. 











































Siloing near Hereford._Kafir yielding twenty tons per acre. Great feed. 




















Irrigation plant before housing. 1600 gallons per minute. Water for 320 acres—water when you want it. 
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How would you like to live and farm in such a country? Grow ten good crops in ten years—no such 
thing as failure. The lean years all cut out^-profits every year. Don’t you know every farmer in the country 
would be rich if the crop failure were eliminated. It’s the bad years that kill profits. It’s the year the crops 
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Magnificent Court House of Deaf Smith County at Hereford, Texas. _Blue grass, shrubbery, trees and concrete help beautify the surroundings 






















The irrigation ditch that insures the bumper crop 


drown out or burn up that discourages the farmer and holds him down. Why tolerate these uncertainties when 
you can come here and dodge them. We simply do not have them and can prove it to your satisfaction. In 
addition to the big crop every year its a good place to live—you’ll like it. Our population is composed of red 
blooded White Americans—hustlers—the right kind. But we need more like them—and you. Land is cheap. 
Why not come and look us over? I guarantee a square deal and to locate you where you can duplicate any 
statement made in this booket. 

D. L. McDonald. 
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Sante Fe passenger station at Hereford. Texas. 
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